Reedsburg Utility to be /5, o~
flushing hydrants, water mains

Flushing water hydrants and having routine water main maintenance
is an important procedure when it comes to a community’s safety. It's
necessary to flush water hydrants in order Lo test that there is adequate
water flow and pressure Flushing is also done to remove any sediment
from the pipes in order to maintain water clarity and quality in the dis-
tribution pipes. Throughout the next couple of weeks you may see
Water Utility personnel in varions areas releasing water from hydrants
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 4 p-m., the expected completion date
of the maintenance is May 31. ,

Occasionally when water hydrants are flushed you may notice a dis-
coloration in your tap water. If this happens, run the cold water tap for
a few minutes until the water runs clear If the water does not run clear
the first time, wait a few minutes and run the water again, rest assured
the water is safe to drink. If you have any questions concemning the
hydrant flushing or your community owned Water Utility, please con-
tact the Reedsburg Utility Commission at 3244381 N
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- Students report on mm‘gy

saving experiments at

What will aciually save eneigy at Reedsburg Area
High School? Thit was the subject of a report on
cnergy saving expeniments at RAHS given by
advaneed plicement environmental seience studenis
when the Reedsburg school boord met Monday
night. The students worked with Reedshurg Ulility
and Wisconsin Public Power Ine. (WPPLD and
teacher Joyce Johnson in a study to look at the eflee-
tiveress of cnergy-saving measurcs that could be
taken at the building.

MNatalic Westerman reported on the effects of hav-
ing open and closed classroom hall doors in terms of
energy saved or used, done two consccutive days in
March. She found opencd and closed classroom
doors did not have any energy effeets during the win-
ter. However she will repeal the experiment in May
to see if makes a difference then.

Laura Ritt and Alex Masica conducted an cxperi-
ment on saving energy by keeping classrooms {wo
degrees lower during the week of Feb. 19-23. They
found they would save 2.5 percent in therms, a unil
of heat encrgy, for 12 hours and would save more if
the temperature was lowered two degrees for 24
hours. The school saved about $3.74 a day. In May
an experiment will be run.to have the school kept two
degrees warmer in May when weather warms up.

Nathan Hart reponied on the cffects of fans in the
RAHS commons because students complained about
cold when the ceiling fans were running. He ran the
tests in order Lo prove the fans actually kecp the com-
mons warmer. He said not having the ceiling fans run
is a waste beeause air handlers push out warm air
near the ceiling and the fans push that warm air
down.

Kyle Adelman and Ryan Bodendein reported on

the use of old versus new refrigerators in their
school. They found replucing the older refrigerators
would save money in clectrical costs. They suid it
would tike years w pay for new refrigerntors out of
the clectrical cost savings. However replicing some
of the oldest ones would save around 20 kilowatls of
clectricity a day

Blake Fish reported on the results of examining
classroom lighting practices. For it one of three
hanks of lights was shut off in cach of the 57 class-
rooms at RAHS. Il done in cach room all day all
year, $4,201 could be saved.

Levi Lavender and Lindsay Churchill took o look at
hallway lighting. While sceurity lights were kept off
for the experiment, pennission was gained to shut off
the repular hallways lights during class times. The
experiment reduced electrical use daily by several
hundred kilowatt hours.

The final report came from Donovan Houtler, who
reported on light usage and energy consumption in
the commons. He shut off all the lights in the com-
mons for a couple of days, using just window lights.
Now half the lights are being tumed off, crealing a
potential savings of $535 per year. He said some stu-
dents said it was morc comfortable with the indoor
lights off.

Joyce Johnson said the students came up with the
experiment ideas and how te measure resulis for
their projects. She thanked WPI and school adminis-
tration for its support of the experiments, which were
done the final week of March. The RAHS experi-
ments may serve as a mode! for other school district
students to do in other communities with municipal
wilities.
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Reedsburg to be one of three 1// 19/o7

broadband research

Reedsburg is one of three U § communities select-
ed to be part of a ground-breaking research project to
quantify the economic and social benefits of high-
speed broadband services delivered vig direct fiber-
Optic connections. “Reedsburg Utility Commission
enthusiastically supports this initiative and is active-
ly participating to further explore how our commun;-
ty and others like Reedsburg can realize the benefits
of fiber connectivity,” said Dave Mikonowicz, gener-
al manager

The project is sponsored by the Fiber-to-the-Home
(FTTH) Council, a non-profit organization that pro-
motes accelerated deployment of next-generation
fiber optic networks to homes and businesses across
America  The FTTH Counci] has contracted with
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Carncgie
Mellon University and Strategic Networks Group 10
reseaich the power of vastly higher bandwidth as it
relates to business Investment, economic growth, job
creation and various educational and lifestyle bene-
fits in the communities where these networks have
been deployed

Data gathered from this study will help the FTTH
Council in its efforts 1o inform network serviee
providess — as well as business leaders, government
officials and other policymakers — of the repurng that
investing in fiber Optic connections ean bring o

&

communities
communities across the country. .

Because businesses and oOrganizations in Reedsburg
are using this next-generation technelogy, they will
be invited in the next week to participate in a brief
survey that will explore the impact that broadband
over optical fiber has had on their operations. Semior
managers are being requested to complete the sur-
vey, which asks about the specific operational and
economic impacts of your high-speed fiber optic
connection

“The more businesses and organizations that par-
ticipate in the.survey the more accurate our results
will be," said Catherine Rice, director of marketing
and sales. “We hope that our results will help us to
befter understand our customers needs as well as to
help promote Reedsburg in its economic develop-
ment efforts,” said Rice

Through urderstanding how Reedsburg businesses
and organization use and benefit from fiber-optic
connections the research can help other organiza-
tions and communities learn from our collective
experience. Local support of the survey will help
build a storehouse of knowiedge that other commu-
nities will be able to use 1o learn from Reedsburg’s
experiences and build their own next-generation
fiber networks,
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| By Matthew Goins
Capital Newspapers

he Reedsburg Urility Commission's
! use of fiber optics gives consum-
ers scvernl advantages over other

forms of non-fiber communications,
Fiber optics are long strands of pure
glass, as thin as a human hair, that
carry digital information over long dis-
tances faster than other forms of both
wired and wircless communications.
This is because fiber optics transmit
data using light signals. Reedsburg
Utility uses fiber optics to produce a

. high qualiry, erystal clear connection
for voice, internet and cable services.
Because optical fibers are thinner than
conventional metal wires, more fibers can
be bundled into a given diameter cable
than copper wires. This allows more
phone lines to go over the same cable
or more channels to come through rhe
' cable inte 2 consumer's cable TV box.
Andaylike ¢harticaltgignals in copper
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not interfere with those of other fibers
in the same cable, This means clearer
phone conversations or TV reception
and overall less signal degradation.

An optical cable weighs less and is
smaller in diameter than u comparable
copper wire cable; therefore, fiber-optic
cables take up less space in the ground.
And because no electricity is passed
through optical fibers, there s no

fire hazard. This lack of electric-

ity use also ultimately results in lewer
prices. Because signals in optical fibers
degrade less, lower-power transmitters
can be used instead of the high-vole-
age clectrical ransmitters needed for
copper wires. Also, several miles of
optical cable can be made cheaper than
equivalent lengths of copper wire.
High bandwidth speeds pro-

vided by Reedsburg Uttlity allow

for easy download and upload of

files such as movies and songs.

In addition to being consumers,
Reedsburg Utility customers also are
part owners. Because the comimission is
municipally owned, citizens of Reedsburg

wires, light signals from one fiberda |, . bave avojee i the way it dogs business. |
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If only our tap water could talk to us.
It might remind us that it:

= Keeps us hea
= fights fires,

> SUPppPOrts our economy,

Ithy,

= and provides us with the high quality of

life we enjoy.

It might also remind us that it’s up to us to keep it strong and
reliable. During Drinking Water Week, help us celebrate what
Only Tap Water Delivers. Visitwww. ReedsburgUility com for more

information.

Reedsburg
- Utility

524-4381
www.ReedsburglUtility.com
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